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Is the future of textiles circular? 
Welcome 

The textile industry stands at a defining moment. Policies, innovation, and market expectations 
are converging to transform the way textiles are designed, produced, used, and recovered. 
Circularity is no longer a future concept—it is becoming a regulatory and strategic reality. 

This conference brings together policymakers, industry leaders, innovators, and experts to explore 
what this transformation truly means in practice. Throughout the day, we will examine the 
evolving European policy landscape, assess its implications for the textile value chain, and 
showcase technologies and business models that can help turn ambition into action. 

The program has been designed to encourage insight, dialogue, and connection—from 
strategic keynote sessions to in‑depth discussions and practical perspectives from across the 
industry. Whether you are shaping policy, leading a business, developing solutions, or preparing 
for compliance, this event offers knowledge and inspiration to support your next steps. 

We invite you to explore the program, engage openly, and contribute your voice to the 
discussion. 

Gain fresh perspectives from industry leaders, pioneers, and change‑makers driving 
transformation today 

This is more than a conference—it’s a platform for open dialogue, critical debate, and 
collaboration. Share your views, expand your thinking, connect with peers, and help shape the 
future of textiles. 

Don’t miss your chance to be part of the conversation that truly matters. 
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Program of the conference 
Start End What 
9:00 9:10 Welcome – Jan Laperre 
9:10 9:35 Is the future of textiles circular ? 

 
Dirk Vantieghem, General Manager Euratex 

09:35 10:00 Extended producer responsibility for textiles as an accelerator for circular 
economy in textiles  
  
Adrian Grolmus, Generálny riaditeľ Sekcie obehového hospodárstva, Slovak 
Government 

10:00 10:25 Towards circular textile waste management  
 
Gabriele Casalino and Alexandra Neacsu, KULeuven  

10:25 10:45 Break 
10:45 11:10 Rehubs, building a European fibre-to-fibre recycling industry 

 
Robert Van de Kerkhof, General Manager ReHubs 

11:10 11:35 Role of Textile House in Circularity of textiles 
 
Helio Moreira, Head of sorting – Textile House SK 

11:35 12:00 Reach and harmful chemicals: How to take care of this as a textile company 
 
Stijn Steuperaert - Centexbel 

12:00 12:25 What can we expect from biopolymers and will they change the textile industry? 
 
Prof. Pavel Alexy, Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava 

12:25 13:25 break 
13:25 13:50 Transforming innovative ideas into market-ready circular textile products 

 
Mahalakshmi Subramanian, Nil Textile (CZ) 

13:50 14:15 The digital Product Passport for textiles – the challenges 
 
Omar Pappalardo, Decathlon 

14:15 14:35 Break 
14:35 15:00 Learning from other sectors – How is the automotive industry dealing with 

circularity 
 
Thomas Kersten, Head of Department for suspension and steering systems, 
Volkswagen 

15:00 15:25 Circular textile and clothing value chains 
 
Philippe Colignon, Expert Circular Economy, Centexbel 

15:25 15:30 Wrap-up of the conference 
 
Jan Laperre, CEO VUTCH 
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Practical details 
Date of the conference: 10 February 2026 

Venue: Lindner Hotel, Metodova 4, 821 08 Bratislava, Slovakia 

Start: 9:30h 

Participation fee: 250€ (lunch and snacks included) 

Registration link: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=eI-
HBA9SHEO5gYU_dF74X-2kBAysfSNFp9KJpFBvHXBUQTFWNzRMSlBRNlI4RTMzVU9EUjNDVElIRC4u 
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